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Region 1 
Mathew J. Cherni, DVM 
P.O. Box 996 

Ranchester, WY 82839     

307-655-9395  

307-751-7882 (c) 

mjcdvm@wavecom.net     

Region 2 
Richard Schwahn, DVM 
751 West 58th Street 

Casper, WY 82601-6510 

307-234-7333  

307-259-4083 (c) 
drschwahn@hotmail.com 

  

Region 3 
Amanda Loftis, DVM 

266 N Lincoln St 

Laramie, WY 82070 

307-745-8855 

406-664-0070 

adloftis@gmail.com 

Region 4 

James Paul Jensen, DVM 

253 Southbrook Dr. 

P.O. Box 301 

Thayne, WY 83127 

307-883-0993  

307-654-1651(c) 

307-389-3496 (c) 

Dr3pin@silverstar.com   

  

Region 5 
James T. Summers, DVM 

50 Dutch Ed Ln. 

Lander,  WY 82520      

307-332-2228 (o) 

307-349-2012 (c)      

307-349-1226 (c) 

jimsummers@wyoming.com   

 

Region 6 

Timothy J. Graham DVM 
907 S. 9th    

Basin  WY 82410 

307-568-2967 (o) 

307-272-5097 (c) 

307-272-9488 (c) 

tjgraham@tctwest.net      

  

 

History

 RVC program initiated in 2004

 Seven regional veterinarians

 Part time work

 Emphasis mostly on giving bioterrorism preparedness 
talks in their regions (presentation fatigue, time 
consuming)

 Passive surveillance only (and very limited)

 2007 reassessment of program





Challenges to Animal Health 
Surveillance in Rural Areas

 A formal diagnosis is often not made

 Clients won’t pay for diagnostics/necropsy

 One time visit to ranch or home

 Often have suspicions of what it is 

 Private or in-clinic labs are used instead of the State 
Lab



Challenges to Animal Health 
Surveillance in Rural Areas

 For a practicing veterinarian reporting is at the bottom 
of the list (but would discuss cases with fellow 
veterinarian)

 Computers/e-mail seldom used

 Reportable disease lists/mandatory reporting largely 
ignored



What We Wanted to Accomplish

 Active surveillance (and feedback loop!)

 Collect Information on Any Situation That Could Impact 
Public Health 

 Confirmed or suspected zoonotic diseases.

 Diseases common to both humans and animals 

 Environmental exposures

 Poisonings

 Undiagnosed illness syndromes

 Wild animal die-offs

 Injuries



What We Wanted to Accomplish

 Directly link animal and human disease (and 
environmental health)  information (daily/weekly)

 Very limited budget (less than $85,000/yr)



The Plan
 The RVCs have weekly personal communication with 

veterinarians in their regions

 Communication by phone, personal visit, e-mail query 
fax query (ideal: discussion of cases over coffee)

 Estimate spending 2 hours each week on active 
surveillance

 Salary: $800 per month (i.e. $100/ hour)
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Zoonotic Disease/Adverse Health Events Report from 

Wyoming Regional Veterinary Public Health Coordinators 

For Week Ending 4/11/08 
 

 

Matthew Cherni, DVM- Region 1 (Sheridan, Johnson, Campbell. Crook, Weston) 

Sheridan County- A veterinarian reported a suspected case of Strongyloides 

stercoralis, a nematode, in a 3 month old puppy that was acquired at a pet store in 

Montana. A dog bite to a child was reported by a veterinary clinic. The dog was 

euthanized but not tested for rabies since the bite did not pierce the skin of the child. 

Campbell County-WSVL reported a positive rabies test result on a Skunk. The 

skunk was submitted for testing by USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services. This is the fourth 

skunk to test positive in the County this year. A rancher recently diagnosed with 

campylobacteriosis reported contact with calves. 

 

Richard Schwahn. DVM- Region 2 (Natrona, Converse, Niobrara) 

Natrona County- CDC issued a confinement order for a dog recently imported 

from South Africa. The dog must be confined until it reaches three months of age. The 

puppy will then be vaccinated for rabies and confined for another month until the vaccine is 

protective. 

 

Amanda Loftis, DVM- Region 3 (Carbon, Albany) 

Carbon County- A case of giardia in dog was reported. WSVL and Wyoming 

Game and Fish are investigating several elk deaths southwest of Rawlins. A MRSA in a 

dog reported a few weeks ago was determined to be Staphylococcus intermedius. 

Carbon and Albany County- Scours in calves continues to be seen in the area. 

 

Paul Jensen, DVM, MPH- Region 4 (Sweetwater, Lincoln, Uinta) 

Nothing to Report 

 

Jim Summers-DVM- Region 5 (Fremont, Sublette, Teton) 
Sublette County- A woman was attacked by a dog. A judge ordered the dog to 

be euthanized after a complaint was filed. 
 

Tim Graham, DVM- Region 6 (Park, Hot Springs, YNP, Big Horn, Washakie) 
Park County- Campylobacteriosis (bovine) with a human PFGE match reported 

by WSVL and WPHL 
 

Gary Norwood, DVM- Region 7 (Laramie, Platte, Goshen) 
Platte County- A rancher recently diagnosed with campylobacteriosis reported 

contact with calves during branding. 
Goshen County-WSVL reported a positive Q fever test result in a lamb...the 

herd has a history of multiple stillborn lambs. 

WSVL-Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory 

WPHL-Wyoming Public Health Laboratory 

PFGE- Pulse Field Gel Electrophoresis 

(Based on Reporting From 25 Veterinary Clinics)

Undiagnosed animal die-offs

Puppy Owner Immuno-

compromised















Limitations and Challenges

 A few of the RVCs tire of doing active surveillance each 
week

 Still some reluctance among veterinarians to report 
(reporting is voluntary)

 May exceed ability to handle increase in animal bite 
reports 



Limitations and Challenges
 Some veterinarians bypass RVCs to report directly to 

SPHV

 Many diseases/conditions reported are unconfirmed

 Would surveillance system work in other locations ?



Strengths

 Improved sharing of information on animal health, 
human health and environmental health  

 WVMA Winter Meeting

 Sharing of investigation results on human enteric illness 
where there is an animal source

 PFGE results (salmonella, campy, MRSA) on human and 
animals now shared  
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Strengths

 Even veterinarians who don’t report small stuff will 
report something significant

 Discovery of new sources of information/partners






